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Finally, another issue of this magazine has surfaced.  
Over the last few months many things have changed for 
the Babbel Blues team.  Yolande Bode had a little girl, so 
parenting is now her full time job.  Nina Parry is working 
full time on a paper for her Msc, and is also getting a 
fascinating waste recycling project going. I have tried to 
take over, but work and other projects on my side took 
much more time than planned for, hence this extremely 
delayed issue. 

This issue has some great contributions from the LepSoc 
founders, as well as from new and enthusiastic mem-
bers.  We  start with an article about one of South Afri-
ca’s most diverse butterfly hotspots hidden in the Wolk-
berg mountain range.  Some photos from the Pearl of 
Africa follows, together with an article from an avid bird-
er, describing how she experienced butterflies and how 
they fit into the very popular birding hobby.  A specula-
tive article about colour in butterflies and a great sum-
mary of the moth identification  sources on the  internet 
follows. 

Babbel Blues was an experiment that we conducted to 
see what the feedback and response from members of 
the public would be.  It was started by a few of us with 
absolutely zero experience in publishing, and it was 
great to see how it evolved.  Our skills improved and 
while it may not be at the level of the African Ge-
ographics and other glossy print magazines (yet), we 

hope that it inspired some of you to look at butterflies 
through a different pair of eyes.  We received over a 
thousand downloads each for the last few issues, so it’s 
probably a safe assumption to say that the experiment 
was a success.  

Unfortunately it’s not all good news.  The time it takes 
to compile and edit this magazine was completely mis-
judged, and is becoming too much for the editors.  Un-
less someone else joins the editorial  team to take over 
the management and the design aspects , this will prob-
ably be the last issue of this magazine to be published in 
this format.  One thing is for sure, we need a vehicle for 
public articles.  Metamorphosis has evolved into a very 
technical journal, and in its wake it left a large gap that 
need filling!  Wherever this path leads, we need a 
platform where trip reports, gardening articles and spec-
ulative babbling can be published without huge input 
from editors.  So here’s to hoping we can find a way 
where the burden of publishing a magazine becomes 
manageable, and the quality keeps on  getting better! 

We hope that you enjoy this issue, and please remem-
ber to send any comments or personal stories to the 
editorial panel.  

Happy butterflying! 

 

Disclaimer 

The views expressed in the contents of this magazine are not 

necessarily the views of the Lepidopterists’ Society of Africa or 

the editorial staff and are entirely those of the authors. 

Magazine email: babbelblues@lepsocafrica.org 

OTHER ISSUES BABBEL BLUES… 

Older issues can be downloaded from the “Publications >  Babbel Blues” tab on our 

website, or from the following link: 

http://metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=bb 

We do request though that you subscribe to the magazine, even if you download 

them from the archive.  It is important to us (and to potential sponsors) to know 

how many people we reach with this magazine. 

mailto:babbelblues@lepsocafrica.org
http://metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=bb
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Cover photo: Euphaedra zaddachi  or the 

Mimic forester is just one of the beautiful 

foresters found in the forests of Central 

and Eastern Africa.  This one is from  

Mpanga forest in central Uganda. 

(Photo: Jason Boyce) 

Sponsors for LepSoc 

While Lepsoc will do its utmost to obtain funding for 

the various projects aimed at conserving our national 

heritage that we launch, this cannot be done without 

your help. 

Help us by sending donations to  the Brenton Blue Trust.  This vehicle has been 

established specifically for the conservation of Lepidoptera.  Donations can be in 

the form of funding, inheritance or also by becoming a member, participating and 

contribute your time, the most useful resource. 

If you can contribute, please contact Dave Edge at: 

orachrysops@gmail.com or at babbelblues@lepsocafrica.org or on our website 

www.lepsocafrica.org 

 

The use of Common Names 

Some people may notice that the common names used are not 

necessarily the same as those in the current field guides.  The 

reason for this is that we are trying to make the names more accessible to 

beginners, and want to move away from incorrect and unfamiliar words.  Typical 

changes include the correction of errors such as a Natal brown that 

doesn’t occur in Natal, to making names more descriptive.  Most of 

the names were reverted back to a list published in 1953, but where new names were required we used translations 

from Afrikaans, names from East or West Africa or a panel of Lepidopterists came up with new names. More infor-

mation about these changes can be found on the society website. 

 

mailto:babbelblues@lepsocafrica.org
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In April this year, two of my longstanding butterfly-
collector buddies, Johan Greyling and Andy Mayer, 
treated me to five days at Lekgalameetse as a birthday 
present. What they did not know, and what had initially 
escaped me, was that this was the 50th anniversary of 
my first visit to Lekgalameetse! In 1966 the late Bill 
Henning had kindly taken me, together with his sons 
Stephen and Graham, to the fabled “Malta Forest”, 
which is in Lekgalameetse Provincial Park. It was a trip I 
will never forget – I could not believe the variety and 
abundance of the butterflies! I fell in love with the place 
and have been back again and again over the years. 

 

I first came across “Malta Forest” when I discovered 
and read David Swanepoel’s magical Butterflies of 
South Africa as an eleven-year-old primary school kid. 
The black and white photo of the towering Wolkberg in 
the book and the innumerable fond mentions of the 
place by “Swannie” prompted me to compile a checklist 
of the place, using his book, in order to see how many 
species were found in “Malta”. The total was 93 and I 
knew that did not include the common species found 
“throughout” the Transvaal or South Africa. It seemed 
an enormous number to me. But in 2014 Bernadine Al-
tenroxel and I published a checklist in Metamorphosis 
with a species total of 268 for Lekgalameetse Provincial 
Park, which incorporates “Malta Forest”, making it one 
of the richest areas for butterflies in South Africa. And 

we are still finding new ones – on our April trip this year 
Andy caught a fresh male of the Arrowhead Orange 
(Teniorhinus harona), a species very recently found for 
the first time in South Africa at Mpaphuli and Gundani 
by André Coetzer (see Metamorphosis volume 25, 
2014). 

 

The butterfly diversity of Lekgalameetse is mediated by 
the diversity of its habitats. The eastern side of the Park 
is at an altitude of about 800 m and the vegetation is 
typical Lowveld bushveld, dominated by Kiaat trees 
(Pterocarpus species). The centre of the Park has the 
north-south Wolkberg mountains, reaching up to 1800 
m in altitude. The east-facing kloofs have perennial 
streams (the Selati and Makhutsi Rivers have their 
headwaters in these kloofs). The streams are bordered 
by warm rainforest, which extends up the slopes to 
1400 m altitudes, becoming cool mist forest. The west-
ern side of the Park is a grassland plateau, with patches 
of medium-altitude bushveld and stands of proteas. 
This variable topography and vegetation also provides 
for spectacular scenery and views. 

 

Top: The Wolkberg mountains around Lekgalameetse Nature reserve 

(Photo: Mark Williams) 

Previous page: A courting pair of King Nimble blues (Koning-ratsbloutjies, 

Lepidochrysops tantalus) 
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The 268 species recorded for Lekgalameetse Provincial 
Park represents almost 40% of the South African total. 
This diversity occurs in an area of some 22 000ha and is 
greater than the butterfly total recorded for the Kruger 
National Park, which covers an area in excess of 1 mil-
lion ha. For a detailed butterfly list and a history of the 
Park see Bernadine Altenroxel and my 2014 article in 
Metamorphosis, volume 25, pages 126-137 (http://
metamorphosis.org.za/). 

 

What are the butterfly specials to be found in Lekgal-
ameetse? For me the most special Lekgalameetse 
butterfly is the endangered Lotana Blue 
(Lepidochrysops lotana). The population on the plateau 
is the only one known at present as the species went 
extinct at its original locality near Polokwane. There are 
four other butterfly species in the Park that are of con-
servation concern. These are the critically endangered 
Juanita’s Hairtail (Anthene crawshayi juanitae), the en-
dangered Wolkberg Widow (Dingana clara), and the 
rare habitat specialists, the Wolkberg population of the 
Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus trans-
vaalensis) and the Royal Blue (Orachrysops regalis). 

 

Occasionally a few of the forest species have population 
explosions. It is always a beautiful sight to arrive at 
Lekgalameetse and see hundreds of orange Blotched 
Leopards (Lachnoptera ayresii), pale blue Cambridge 
Vagrants (Nepheronia thalassina), silvery Mother-of-

Pearls (Protogoniomorpha parhassus) or pure white 
Sabine Albatross Whites (Appias sabina) flying around, 
almost in greeting. 

 

A few species that have recently been found for the 
first time in the Park, some of which are increasing in 
numbers, are a possible indication of global climate 
change as they are all species of warmer climes. They 
include the Satyr Charaxes (Charaxes ethalion), the Blue
-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes cithaeron), the Spotted 
Pentila (Pentila tropicalis) and the Arrowhead Orange 
(Teniorhinus harona). 

 

There appears to be only one endemic species in the 
Park, a small undescribed Hopper skipper (Platylesches 
species), the males of which can be found hilltopping on 
the higher peaks at midday during September. 

 

There are seven self-catering log cabins in riverine for-
est on the banks of the gurgling, crystal clear Makutsi 
River. Why not book a cabin for a long weekend geta-
way by contacting Limpopo Parks? I guarantee that you 
will not be disappointed, no matter what month of the 
year you visit. There are always lots of butterflies in 
Lekgalameetse! 

 

In April this year, two of my longstanding butterfly-
collector buddies, Johan Greyling and Andy Mayer, 
treated me to five days at Lekgalameetse as a birthday 
present. What they did not know, and what had initially 
escaped me, was that this was the 50th anniversary of 
my first visit to Lekgalameetse! In 1966 the late Bill 
Henning had kindly taken me, together with his sons 
Stephen and Graham, to the fabled “Malta Forest”, 
which is in Lekgalameetse Provincial Park. It was a trip I 
will never forget – I could not believe the variety and 
abundance of the butterflies! I fell in love with the place 
and have been back again and again over the years. 

 

I first came across “Malta Forest” when I discovered 
and read David Swanepoel’s magical Butterflies of 
South Africa as an eleven-year-old primary school kid. 
The black and white photo of the towering Wolkberg in 
the book and the innumerable fond mentions of the 
place by “Swannie” prompted me to compile a checklist 
of the place, using his book, in order to see how many 
species were found in “Malta”. The total was 93 and I 
knew that did not include the common species found 
“throughout” the Transvaal or South Africa. It seemed 
an enormous number to me. But in 2014 Bernadine Al-
tenroxel and I published a checklist in Metamorphosis 
with a species total of 268 for Lekgalameetse Provincial 

http://metamorphosis.org.za/
http://metamorphosis.org.za/
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Park, which incorporates “Malta Forest”, making it one 
of the richest areas for butterflies in South Africa. And 
we are still finding new ones – on our April trip this year 
Andy caught a fresh male of the Arrowhead Orange 
(Teniorhinus harona), a species very recently found for 
the first time in South Africa at Mpaphuli and Gundani 
by André Coetzer (see Metamorphosis volume 25, 
2014). 

 

The butterfly diversity of Lekgalameetse is mediated by 
the diversity of its habitats. The eastern side of the Park 
is at an altitude of about 800 m and the vegetation is 
typical Lowveld bushveld, dominated by Kiaat trees 
(Pterocarpus species). The centre of the Park has the 
north-south Wolkberg mountains, reaching up to 1800 
m in altitude. The east-facing kloofs have perennial 
streams (the Selati and Makhutsi Rivers have their 
headwaters in these kloofs). The streams are bordered 
by warm rainforest, which extends up the slopes to 
1400 m altitudes, becoming cool mist forest. The west-
ern side of the Park is a grassland plateau, with patches 
of medium-altitude bushveld and stands of proteas. 
This variable topography and vegetation also provides 
for spectacular scenery and views. 

 

The 268 species recorded for Lekgalameetse Provincial 
Park represents almost 40% of the South African total. 
This diversity occurs in an area of some 22 000ha and is 
greater than the butterfly total recorded for the Kruger 
National Park, which covers an area in excess of 1 mil-
lion ha. For a detailed butterfly list and a history of the 
Park see Bernadine Altenroxel and my 2014 article in 
Metamorphosis, volume 25, pages 126-137 (http://
metamorphosis.org.za/). 

 

What are the butterfly specials to be found in Lekgal-
ameetse? For me the most special Lekgalameetse 
butterfly is the endangered Lotana Blue 
(Lepidochrysops lotana). The population on the plateau 
is the only one known at present as the species went 
extinct at its original locality near Polokwane. There are 
four other butterfly species in the Park that are of con-
servation concern. These are the critically endangered 
Juanita’s Hairtail (Anthene crawshayi juanitae), the en-
dangered Wolkberg Widow (Dingana clara), and the 
rare habitat specialists, the Wolkberg population of the 
Emperor Swallowtail (Papilio ophidicephalus trans-
vaalensis) and the Royal Blue (Orachrysops regalis). 

 

Occasionally a few of the forest species have population 
explosions. It is always a beautiful sight to arrive at 
Lekgalameetse and see hundreds of orange Blotched 
Leopards (Lachnoptera ayresii), pale blue Cambridge 
Vagrants (Nepheronia thalassina), silvery Mother-of-Below: A female Phoenix hairtail (Laeveld-kortstertjie, Anthene crawshayi 

juanitae) 

http://metamorphosis.org.za/
http://metamorphosis.org.za/


Page/Bladsy 8 

Pearls (Protogoniomorpha parhassus) or pure white 
Sabine Albatross Whites (Appias sabina) flying around, 
almost in greeting. 

 

A few species that have recently been found for the 
first time in the Park, some of which are increasing in 
numbers, are a possible indication of global climate 
change as they are all species of warmer climes. They 
include the Satyr Charaxes (Charaxes ethalion), the Blue
-spotted Charaxes (Charaxes cithaeron), the Spotted 
Pentila (Pentila tropicalis) and the Arrowhead Orange 
(Teniorhinus harona). 

 

There appears to be only one endemic species in the 
Park, a small undescribed Hopper skipper (Platylesches 
species), the males of which can be found hilltopping on 
the higher peaks at midday during September. 

 

There are seven self-catering log cabins in riverine for-
est on the banks of the gurgling, crystal clear Makutsi 
River. Why not book a cabin for a long weekend geta-
way by contacting Limpopo Parks? I guarantee that you 

will not be disappointed, no matter what month of the 
year you visit. There are always lots of butterflies in 
Lekgalameetse! 

 

Below: A male Blue-spotted Charaxes (Bosprins-dubbelstert, Charaxes 

cithaeron) 
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Top right: A red-headed bluebill, a little bird 

whose colour is only rivalled by a few bright red 

butterflies.  The biggest challenge when travel-

ling to exotic places such as Uganda is trying to 

get a glimpse of more than just your target spe-

cies.  It helps to have a friend who specializes in 

birds. 

Top left: A cute little red-tailed guenon or red-

tailed monkey keeps a watchful eye on the curi-

ous people in the garden of Griffin falls camp, 

Mabira forest. 

Bottom: A bird  that  symbolises Ugandan bird-

ing, the shoebill.  These massive, ancient-looking 

birds can be found in the wetlands near Enteb-

be.  While they don’t specifically share their hab-

itat with butterflies, there is more to life than 

just focussing on one group of animals. 
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Top: The female mocker swallowtails (Papilio 

dardanus) in East Africa look quite different from 

the ones down South.   

Bottom:  Red-bellied Paradise Flycatcher scans 

the area for any prey items that pass by.  This 

one frequented the garden in Mabira forest at 

Griffin Falls camp, and perhaps it is responsible 

for the lack  Papilio nobilis, a large yellow swal-

lowtail that should have been around at the 

time. 
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A variety of foresters  that decorate the forest floors.   

Top: Euphaedra medon 

Left: Euphaedra ugandae; Bottom left: Euphaedra ruspina 

Bottom Right: Euphaedra zaddachi underside 
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Reality in the forest.  Massive trees are 

being cut down for timber, often to 

make wooden drums used in tradition-

al ceremonies. 

The forests where these photos were 

taken are Mabira and Mpanga forest, 

both under the control of the Ugandan 

forestry.  The logging is illegal, but 

because of limited resources and po-

litical interference, there is no stop-

ping of the rape that occurs on a daily 

basis. 
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Growing up, I was exposed to the outdoors and nature 

through my family on our annual holidays to various places 

around the country. It was always just a very general inter-

est that everyone had and we enjoyed our interactions with 

the various animals and other interesting creatures that we 

came across, but that’s where it stopped. You went to a well

-known reserve or park and just saw what you saw along 

the way. I thought that was the way that everyone did it... 

boy, was I wrong! 

  

It wasn’t until I first met Trevor (now my husband) that I 

realised just how crazy people can be about nature! I should 

have heard the alarm bells sounding right from the start 

when I was dragged off to a local sewage farm to look at 

birds for our first date, hauled out of bed at ungodly hours 

to be in place to look for specific things in the middle of no-

where, staying up into the early hours of the morning driv-

ing around endlessly on some back roads in the hope of 

finding some nocturnal critters or even having to drop eve-

rything at a moment’s notice to travel halfway across the 

country to see some super rare bird that had just turned up 

somewhere. But I got used to it over time and eventually 

even learned to enjoy the lifestyle... it was spontaneous at 

its best. To this day, when I wake up in my own bed in the 

morning, I never really know for sure where I am going to be 

having lunch that day or sleeping that night. If nothing unto-

ward happens, it normally ends up in my own home but, 

equally, I could end up on the other side of South Africa or 

even in another country that night (which has happened 

several times already!). 

  

In the early years of our relationship, we spent a lot of time 

travelling around South Africa trying to increase my lifelist. 

This is very much a birding term where people keep a list of 

all the birds that they have seen in their lives, but it certainly 

does spill over into other groups as well and we now keep 

lists of mammals, reptiles, frogs and, of course, butterflies 

as well! Our travelling has also extended into many of the 

neighbouring countries and included several visits to Namib-

ia and Botswana to start with. 

  

While I hadn’t yet taken a particular interest in butterflies at 

this stage, it was still fantastic to travel to all of these places 

and get to see some amazing creatures along the way. I got 

to visit many places that so many of my work colleagues had 

never even heard of before and these were places that were 

often right on our doorstep. One thing I realised is that hav-

ing these kinds of crazy interests certainly got you to see 

parts of your own country that you otherwise probably 

would never have even knew existed.  

  

Obviously, Trevor had been to most of the local areas many 

times before already and had seen most of what could be 

seen there, so it didn’t take long for him to start suggesting 

that we start to spread the net a little wider and start travel-

ling to other parts of the world, so that he could also start 

enjoying seeing some new “lifers”. And that’s when it start-

ed to get really interesting. 

  

We’ve now been together for 13 years (and married for 

almost 10!) and, in that time, I’ve been fortunate enough to 

travel to around 20 countries on 5 different continents so 

far! It has been an incredible ride and I can only hope that it 

continues just the way that it has been up until now! 

  

Of the 5 continents, Europe never really stood out in terms 

of butterflies as my interest hadn’t really been properly 

sparked yet (and I was so distracted by the Atlantic Puffins 

anyway, that I don’t think I really even noticed anything else 

there!!) and, obviously, Antarctica was a little devoid of any 

insects. However, Africa, Asia and South America have been 

much kinder in terms of butterflies and I’ve been able to 

enjoy some pretty spectacular species along the way while 

we were looking for all sorts of weird and wonderful birds 

and mammals on our trips! 

Sani Pass  (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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So, let’s start at home... or at least on my home continent, 

Africa. I live in Cape Town, so I suppose that is a privilege all 

on its own. It is in the heart of one of the 6 floral kingdoms 

of the world, the Cape Floral Kingdom. Although it is the 

smallest of the floral kingdoms, it has a huge diversity of 

around 8500 plant species of which almost 70% are endem-

ic to the region. And, along with that comes a unique level 

of endemism of many other creatures as well, including but-

terflies. Granted, for someone starting out who doesn’t 

have a particular interest in butterflies, it is the bright and 

colourful (and even common) insects that are going to catch 

your attention, rather than the many, often less colourful, 

endemic species. So even although I had noticed the obvi-

ous species like Citrus Swallowtails and African Monarchs 

around at home, they hadn’t really sparked too much of an 

interest to start with. 

  

However, Africa is a wonderfully varied place and one gets 

to experience a true mosaic of habitats when travelling 

through her. Whether it be the tropical white sand beaches 

of Mozambique, the high alpine-type landscape of Lesotho 

(along with enjoying a drink in the highest pub in Africa on 

Sani Pass), the vast gravel planes of big sky country in Na-

mibia, the incredible flooded wilderness of the Okavango in 

Botswana or the incredible rain forests of Uganda, there is 

just so much on offer and so much to see. We’ve seen some 

incredible wildlife along the way ranging from the ever pop-

ular Big 5 in our home country and other gems like Cheetah, 

Wild Dog, Caracal, Killer Whale, Sperm Whale through to 

near mythical creatures like Aardvark and Ground Pangolin 

while other parts of the continent have provided amazing 

interactions with Common Chimpanzees and incredible 

Mountain Gorillas. Africa has some incredible birds too and 

I’ve been privileged to enjoy a good number of spectacular 

species already. Whether it be the largest bird on the planet 

(Common Ostrich) the fastest bird on the planet (Peregrine 

Falcon) the bird with the longest wingspan on the planet 

(Wandering Albatross) or, quite simply, one of the most 

bizarre and sought after birds on the planet (Shoebill), I’ve 

been very lucky! 

  

But what about the butterflies? Well, I’ve really enjoyed 

looking at and photographing those too and some of my 

favourites have included Blue Mother of Pearl (my only real 

butterfly photo from Uganda), Emperor Swallowtail 

(Zimbabwe), African Snout (Mozambique), Black Pie 

(Namibia), Red Copper (Cape Town), Pennington’s Copper 

(Giant’s Castle) and Yellow Zulu (Durban) amongst many, 

many others. 

  

It was, however, in Asia, where my interest in butterflies 

really started in earnest. Trevor and I had spent a week in 

Peninsular Malaysia looking at birds and mammals and then 

flew to Vietnam to join up with friends of ours for a 3 week 

trip there. I had noticed a few butterflies in Malaysia, but 

hadn’t really had much time to spend with them. However, 

once we were in Vietnam, there were times when things 

slowed down just a little and we were waiting for particular 

target species (most likely a bird!) that the distractions 

started to creep in. I would notice a butterfly in the forest or 

A couple of common South American butterflies (Photos: 

André Coetzer) 
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around a wetland somewhere and would wander off after it 

trying to get some photos in the hope that I would be able to 

work out what it was later. This was just the starting point 

and later trips to places like Thailand and India saw me tak-

ing more and more interest in these winged beauties and 

coming home with lots of photos of them. 

  

As  was normally the case, our trips were primarily focussed 

on birds and mammals and we saw some incredible species 

along the way. On the bird front, we enjoyed hugely rare 

species like Spoon-billed Sandpipers and Nordmann’s Green-

shanks with entire world populations of only several hundred 

individuals left. We also had the privilege of seeing totally 

unique bird species that were so different to anything else 

that taxonomically they had been placed in their own fami-

lies, such as Ibisbill and Wallcreeper. There were also some 

absolutely gaudy and colourful species like Bar-bellied Pitta, 

Black-and-red Broadbill and various Asian Barbets while see-

ing the likes of truly wild Indian Peafowls and Red Jungle-

fowls (a real wild chicken!). Mammal wise, Asia had lots to 

offer too... after all, you haven’t really experienced an Asian 

rainforest until you have heard Gibbons singing in it – a truly 

surreal experience indeed! But, interesting primates aside, 

Asia also has plenty of ungulates to enjoy (Blackbuck is quite 

possibly the most stunning antelope on earth!), lots of small-

er mammals like various interesting Squirrels, Mongooses 

and Tree Shrews and, of course, it has cats! Asia is cat cen-

tral! Everybody always thinks of Africa as the cat continent, 

but Asia certainly outshines Africa in that department. In 

fact, India has the highest number of cat species of any coun-

try in the world, 15 species. And while we’ve been lucky to 

see the likes of Asiatic Lion and Indian Leopard which are just 

different subspecies to the ones we have at home, it was the 

different species that really were of most interest ranging 

from the smaller Jungle Cat through to the largest cat on the 

planet, the absolutely incredible Tiger. 

  

But, what of the butterflies? Well, there were plenty and 

perhaps some of the most memorable to me that were seen 

on non-butterfly-specific trips included Common Windmill, 

Glassy Tiger and a Clipper from Vietnam and Knight Butterfly, 

The upperside of one of the “88” or “89”butterflies from 

South America (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Red Lacewing and Striped Blue Crow from Thailand. India 

had some spectacular butterflies with Common Jezebel, 

Common Tit, Grey Pansy, Common Imperial, Common Pier-

rot and Oriental Red Flash to mention a few.  

  

And then there is South America... for anyone that has an 

interest in biodiversity, you cannot go through your life with-

out having visited it at least once. It is, quite simply, a mind-

blowing experience! My travels have included a brief visit to 

Brazil, a 2 week blitz through parts of Argentina, a few days 

on the Falkland Islands and a 3 week biodiversity-dream 

through the holy grail that is Colombia. From Ushuaia, the 

southernmost city in the world, in Terra del Fuego known 

locally as “fin del mundo” (meaning “end of the world”) 

through Patagonia which is so similar to the Karoo that we 

know well from home (so similar, in fact, that the speciality 

in the restaurants there is Patagonian lamb chops!) and the 

Pampas region to the incredible Andean rainforests and, 

right in the north, the wonderful Santa Marta region in Co-

lombia. Rising up from the Caribbean coastline to around 

5700m above sea level, the Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta is 

an isolated mountain massif and is the highest coastal moun-

tain on the planet and, arguably, the most endemic-rich 

place on earth, with over 20 bird species alone occurring on 

the mountain and nowhere else in the world! 

  

It is hard to single out any bird highlights as there are so, so 

many of them, but some of the stand-out beauties that are 

etched in my memory include Sword-billed Hummingbird, 

Booted Racket-tail, Andean Cock-of-the-rock, Keel-billed 

Toucan, Burrowing Owl and a whole host of mind-bogglingly 

colourful Tanagers while my first ever Armadillos were a real-

ly special mammal treat as well. We’ve also been fortunate 

to spend some time on the Valdez Peninsula where the Killer 

Whales come up on to the beach to catch the South Ameri-

can Sea Lion pups.  

There  are always some amazing memories from all of these 

trips (some of which you just want to forget!) and, in South 

America, I can think of a little run-in that I had with an abso-

lutely monstrous Tarantula (I would definitely prefer to for-

get that!), hours spent on horseback to trek up to a little 

lodge high in the Andes and then even higher up to get to 

where a specific little hummingbird, the Dusky Starfrontlet, 

lived (Trevor was in so much pain after the horse ride that he 

literally just fell off the horse at the end because he couldn’t 

even lift his legs anymore!) and standing next to the incredi-

ble Perito Morino glacier and watching huge pieces of it dis-

integrate as it slowly recedes. 

  

As to the butterflies, they were many and varied, yet I have 

some of my fondest memories of butterflies from the conti-

nent. Right at the top of the list is my first clearwing, An-

dromica Clearwing, from Colombia with Common Morpho, 

White Peacock, Loruhama Eyemark, a Vaninka and an 89 

Butterfly also on the list. 

  

What all of this has done is open up my eyes to the wonder-

ful world of butterflies and now, even locally, I am spending 

more and more time trying to see and photograph the vari-

ous species around Cape Town, including the less colourful 

endemic ones. I still have huge amounts to learn about them 

and am constantly thankful for the wonderful group of really 

helpful and experienced people that I have formed “virtual 

friendships” with on social media who have egged me on and 

provided some much needed assistance on butterfly ID’s 

when I was unsure of what I had seen. Some of these people 

have even now moved from virtual friends to real friends and 

I have been lucky enough to spend time in the field with 

them learning from their incredible skills and experience. 

Thank you to each and every one of you that has played 

some part, whether large or small, in growing my own inter-

est in these fascinating creatures! 

 

Editor’s note:  Margaret was unfortunately not able to pro-

vide her own photos as her hard drive crashed at the time 

when this issue was being finalised.  I added a few of my own 

non-related photos, but the photos are not specifically relat-

ed to the text. 
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For many years we have been travelling to Southern Africa 
in search of the treasures that nature has to offer in this 
part of the world. 

We have visited remote areas on photo-safaris. Hanna is a 
hobby-entomologist, her main interest being moths and 
their caterpillars, but she is also interested in longhorn-
beetles, dragonflies and other beautiful insects.. Wolf is a 
hobby-dendrologist, with his main interest being Acacia 
trees (now Valchellia and Senegalia).  
We do not actually collect animals or plant samples. At 
home we try to identify the species from the images we 
have captured.  

For the trees there are good books and field-guides, which 
allow for quick and easy identification in most cases. 

The literature on Southern African insects – especially on 
moths – is mostly dated. Since the last publication many 
many changes have occurred. Not only have names 
(especially genus names) been altered. There are also nu-
merous newly described, and more than a few undescribed 
species. This makes the study even more interesting, but 
also more difficult. The new publications are scattered 
throughout - often small - journals, which are mostly inac-
cessible to us. 

 

Moth information on the internet 

 

Fortunately, the rise of the world-wide web opens up totally 
new possibilities to study moths. There are nearly a dozen 
websites which have information, and often also pictures, of 
moths from Southern Africa. We have used all of these data-
bases to identify our photos. In this article we try to outline 
the strengths and weaknesses of the various digital infor-
mation sources.  

After we have identified the moths we have imaged we pub-
lish our photos in LepiMAP or iSpot. We do this because  we 
want to share the beauty of these little creatures and also 
contribute to the advancement of knowledge in this field. 

 

Features of Databases 

 

Most of the databases are user-friendly (if your connection 
to the www is not too slow). The search functions differ con-
siderably between sites. Full-text search, which should be in 
every database, is offered mainly by iSpot. The other sites 
have various approaches to narrow down to families/
subfamilies/genera and species. To help in choosing correct 
spellings some have a dictionary included, where you select 
the scientific name. Unfortunately, practically every data-
base has its own dictionary. They differ from one another 
because they incorporate various levels of new knowledge. 
We were told by an expert that the best taxonomy is found 
in the AfroMoths database.  

 

Only large organizations have enough time and/or money to 

guarantee  24/7  access. Updating of the dictionary is part of 
technical support so that support capacity also determines 
the time lapse between updates.  

When using a database we like to discuss matters with other 
users. Only iSpot has features that come close to a discus-
sion forum. In your area of interest you are informed about 
new items – especially concerning your posts. LepiMAP and 
Flickr have  a comments field, where you can communicate. 

Search engines crawl through most of the cited databases, 
except for LepiMAP. That means that you can find a picture 
using a Google-Search and you do not have to go to every 
single database individually. In practice you publish your 
pictures world-wide when you post in a database that is 
open access.  

All of the databases are growing rapidly and the knowledge 
provided has greatly expanded recently. Also, additional 
features are becoming of interest, e.g. automatically gener-
ated distribution lists. The old distribution lists in books de-
pend on notes based on museum-samples. The new, up-to-
date distribution lists are generated from posted observa-
tions as these occur. The idea of LepiMAP and iSpot is to 
produce electronic field-guides based on recent observa-
tions. Most databases are, however, in their infancy so it will 
take some time before they are comprehensive. 

The number of contributers is important for generating the 
volume of data/photos present in the database. Some of the 
databases are designed to attract all interested persons no 
matter how much scientific background they have. Others 
are managed and draw their photos from museums, special-
ists or other databases. We are represented on the website 
African Moths by many images, which were transferred from 
LepiMAP. The databases, where everyone can contribute 
have the lowest percentage of identified moth species. But 
the data is collected, and specialists can then identify the 
species at a later stage. The intense discussion to advance 

HR14_A44  Laterite Matron (Metarctia lateritia/Erebidae-

Thyretin.), male, Kololo near Vaalwater/Waterberge, 30.1.14  
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identification on iSpot is a good sign of a living and evolving 
database – and can be a source of great fun. 

The presentation of data is also different between data-
bases. The photos in Flickr  are often fabulous – but they 
also often lack identification. The presentation of groups of 
photos is very good on African Moths and on iSpot.  

The incorporation of identification keys (ID-keys) would 
greatly enhance the possibility for an educated hobby pho-
tographer to identify his specimens. This is a feature found 
in books and hard copy publications. On iSpot there are 
some tentative initiatives to include such determination 
keys. 

 

Improvements 

 

Competition is driving science here too. As a user you will 
find the databases which help you the most. One feature 
that should  be standardized in the near future is an up to 
date taxonomic checklist for Southern African moths – pos-
sibly on Wikipedia. 

In addition each database that has a comments-function 
should incorporate a full-text search-function. Finally people 
who contribute should be notified of comments or changes 
in their postings.  

 

As the databases become more complex, their maintenance 
becomes more difficult. Therefore, we suggest that when 
enough data have been collected for a particular taxon, e.g. 
a family of moths such as Noctuidae, a print-version should 
be generated, perhaps every 5 years, that can serve as a 
field-guide. The virtual data thus turn into guides to be used 
without a computer, thus widening access to the accumulat-
ed knowledge. 

 

 

Links 

 

LepiMap: 

http://vmus.adu.org.za/ 

 
iSpot: 

www.iSpotnature.org/communities/global 

 
African Moths 

http://www.africanmoths.com/ 

 
AfroMoths 

http://www.afromoths.net/ 

 
Bold Systems 

http://www.boldsystems.org/index.php/
TaxBrowser_Taxonpage?taxid=113 

 
South African Moths on Wikipedia 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
List_of_moths_of_South_Africa 

 
Flickr 

https://www.flickr.com/groups/1481958@N23/  

 

Wolf  and Hanna Roland, Solingen, Germany 

Wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de 

HR14_601  Victoria Emerald (Victoria fuscithorax/

Geometridae), Mashovhela near Louis Trichard/ Soultpans-

berge, 22.1.14  

http://vmus.adu.org.za/
http://www.ispotnature.org/communities/global
http://www.africanmoths.com/
http://www.afromoths.net/
http://www.boldsystems.org/index.php/TaxBrowser_Taxonpage?taxid=113
http://www.boldsystems.org/index.php/TaxBrowser_Taxonpage?taxid=113
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_moths_of_South_Africa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_moths_of_South_Africa
https://www.flickr.com/groups/1481958@N23/
mailto:Wolfachim_roland@yahoo.de
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 Features 

  

LepiMAP iSpot African 
Moths 

AfroMo-
ths 

Bold Systems Wikipe-
dia 

Flickr 

Taxonomy ++ ++ ++ +++ +++ ++   

Techn. Support  + ++ + ++ +++ +++ +++ 

Comments allowed  + +         + 

Discussion Forum  +           

Postings found in 
Google Search 

 + + + + + + 

Number of identified 
species 

   ++ +++ +++ +++ +++ +++ + 

Everyone can post 
pictures 

    + +       (+) + 

Search Function   ++ +++ + ++ ++ ++ + 

Easy Handling   + + + + + + + 

Live pictures  +++ +++ ++ + + ++ +++ 

Strength Backed 
by LEP-
SOC 

Discussion Group 

Presentation 

Taxonomy World-wide Extensi-
ve 

Info 

Photo 

quality 

HR152_319  Sleepy Tiger (Ovios 

capensis/Agaristidae), Kololo, Nov. 

10th, 2015  
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This story starts about two years ago when I noticed some 

ants coming and going out of a small hole in one leaf of my 

Jade plant (Crassula ovata). I could see that the leaf was 

quite well hollowed out so I decided to pick the leaf and 

have a closer look. What I found was a green slug like cater-

pillar and a few ants. I dusted the ants off and took the cat-

erpillar to rear in a controlled environment inside. 

I took a picture and sent it to Steve Woodhall for identifica-

tion, he told me that it was a Common Black-eye (Silver 

blackeye, Silver-swartogie, Leptomyrina gorgias) larvae, 

however at the time he ignored my question regarding the 

ants that were present when I found the caterpillar.  

Well I managed to find 3 caterpillars on the plant, all of 

which I brought inside to rear. I soon found out that raising 

these caterpillars was a rather messy business. As they 

would eat out the inside of the leaf they would poo it 

straight out, making the inside of the leaf a soggy mess of 

frass, that if not tended to in two days, would soon start 

growing fungi and this would kill the caterpillar. So every day 

or two I would break open the snotty leaf and put the cater-

pillar on a fresh leaf. 

In December 2015, I saw a female Common Black Eye laying 

her eggs on my Jade plant. This she does by going deep in-

side the plant and laying her eggs singlely at the base of the 

leaves. Well at least until she starts getting tired at the end 

of the day, then the eggs get laid anywhere on the leaf. 

 

Top: A larva of a common blackeye (Leptomyrina gorgias) 

Top: A larva with frass 

Top: A female ovipositing (Photos: Warren Dick) 
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I collected a few eggs for myself and for Steve Woodhall to 

raise and photograph. But I also kept a watch on the plant 

outside to observe the strange behaviour with the ants. 

 

This picture I took of the ants protecting the larvae as it bur-

rowed into a new leaf. Then I watched closely to see what 

happens after the larvae was inside the leaf, unfortunately 

one cannot see much of what the ants are doing inside the 

leaf, only every now and then and ant will pop out with a 

piece of fresh frass and either dump it in a pile near the hole, 

or simply drop it off the side of the leaf.  

This behaviour leaves the inside of the leaf, where the larvae 

lives and continues to feed clean and dry. I can clearly see 

what benefit this is to the larvae, by keeping it clean and fun-

gi free, plus having your own tiny body guards, but I’m not 

sure what the ants get out of it?  

Top: A blackeye larva tended by ants (Photo: Warren 

Dick) 

Bottom: A blackeye egg from Hoedspruit (Photo: André 

Coetzer) 
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Why are (most) butterflies colourful?  Why are (most) moths 

not?  Why do they have patterns, what do these mean?  Why 

are some red, some yellow?  Which is the most dominant 

colour and why? 

Many questions and surely to answer them all we will need 

to write a book(s).  However, these questions all form the 

core of many people’s interest and a basic understanding 

could help to explain some of nature’s secrets.  Before one 

addresses the issue of colour it is necessary to reflect a bit on 

who the observers of the colour could be.  Clearly colour 

makes these buttermoths attractive to humans but that is 

clearly not beneficial for survival.  An insect will in all likeli-

hood be observed by predators, by fellow buttermoths and 

by potential mates.  Colour could also be responsible for 

achieving and maintaining body temperature.  It is from 

these perspectives that one has to consider the role of col-

our.  It is important to note that this article is limited to col-

our in adult buttermoths and does not include any aspect of 

the role of colour in the immature stages of their lives. 

It should be noted that for colour to be visible, it can only be 

seen if illuminated by white light (sun).  This could explain 

why many moths appear drab as they do not have very col-

ourful wings.  This is primarily because colour serves little 

purpose during the dark hours.  Whatever colour they do 

possess is generally in the form of colour for camouflage dur-

ing daytime as discussed later. 

 

The role of colour in visibility. 

  

Why would a butterfly make itself more conspicuous?   

Wouldn’t it be better to simply hide away in a crevice?  

Clearly a butterfly needs to find food, find a mate and find a 

food plant on which to lay eggs and has to venture out and 

expose itself. 

One explanation can be found in the joke about the guy who 

said that in order to avoid a lion attack all he had to do was 

run faster than the other beside him.  In this case all the but-

terfly has to do is represent himself as a less attractive alter-

native than another butterfly.  According to our current 

knowledge, nature has evolved some colours, notably red 

and derivations thereof, as dangerous colours and more of-

ten than not, toxic in nature.  Red is generally clearly visible 

in a dark green forest or on the open plains.  Some butter-

moths are indeed toxic or distasteful to some predators.  As 

this appears to be a very successful strategy in survival oth-

ers have learnt to hijack the idea and non-toxic species have 

managed to mimic toxic ones, hence surviving on the coat-

tails of others.  The topic of mimicry is a very interesting one 

left for a journal article of its own. 

But colour is also useful in attracting mates .  As the sense of 

detail (high resolution) is not well developed in butterflies 

and smell has but a short range, having very visible colora-

tion is important in letting potential partners and opposition 

know that you are present.  Here any particular colour will 

probably do, although it is evident that dry conditions offer 

more white and yellow butterflies than wet and forested 

areas. 

So let’s look at some of the roles of colour in some functional 

respects.  Please note, these comments do not intend to im-

ply that a specific colour has an individual role, but it may 

have multiple benefits. 

The role of colour in mate attraction 

Previous page:  The African Golden Arab (Colotis aurigineus) from Lolldai-

ga, central Kenya.  (Photo: André Coetzer) 

Below: A  blue diadem (Hypolimnas salmacis) suns itself in Mabira forest 

in Uganda. (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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From the literature it would appear that colour is a very suc-

cessful strategy in getting potential mates’ attention.  Many a 

butterfly male has been observed to notice a female at a long 

range and to come closer.  At close proximity the use of 

pheromones appear to take over in final selection.  However 

many butterflies appear very similar, so one could question 

whether these similarities are not a distracting strategy.  Hu-

mans have very limited eyesight when it comes to the range 

of colours that we can observe and ranges below the near-

infrared band and above the violet range (ultra violet) are 

totally invisible to us and lo and behold, some buttermoths 

exploit these frequencies to show colours and patterns that 

are not visible to us. 

From personal experience, colour in mate attraction is the 

dominant force at long distances but may play a lesser role at 

close distances.  Many Lepidopterists have observed male 

diadems honing in on an unsuspecting monarch, only to slam 

on brakes at the last second when he realises his mistake.   

With low resolution eyes, mostly adapted to movement de-

tection, it would seem incorrect to think otherwise. 

  

The role of colour in camouflage 

  

When it comes to camouflage it is very important to consider 

the capabilities of the predator.  Many predators such as 

birds have incredible resolution, presumably allowing them 

to distinguish intricate patterns or objects at a long range.  

Predators such as dragonflies and robber flies may not reach 

the resolution of birds or humans but nevertheless have 

comparatively high resolutions for attacking buttermoth 

prey.  Others, such as lizards and geckos, will probably only 

view a butterfly from below. 

As mentioned before, some camouflage (mimicry) actually 

entails making yourself visible, but mostly it attempts to 

make you invisible. 

The most prevalent technique is that of mimicking the back-

ground and many buttermoths mimic rocks, dry leaves, 

twigs, bark etc.  In addition to these intricate patterns, the 

insect would sit very still, with no movement at all, often 

settling such that it presents only a thin line to the predator. 

A very interesting trick is the use of temporal motion.  Some 

butterflies are not only non-toxic but also exhibit a shiny 

bright, generally blue, surface.  Again it would be almost im-

possible to miss these.  However, when observed in flight 

their flight pattern appears extremely erratic due to the now

–you-see-me-now-you-don’t of the wing coloration.  Gener-

ally when settled and trying to avoid a predator they close 

their wings and present only the cryptic underside of their 

wings. 

  

The role of colour in thermal regulation. 

Above: A zebra white (zebrawitjie, Pinacopteryx eriphia) drinks nectar 

from a flower.  Is the bold contrasting colour aposematic, or perhaps a 

form of thermal regulation? (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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A very interesting phenomenon is the use of colour in ther-

mal regulation.   As most people are aware a butterfly needs 

to heat up its muscles before it can use its wings – this is less 

true of moths who in some cases have the ability to build up 

heat through wing vibration and in other cases are able to 

store energy in their stouter bodies. 

However, when watching butterflies in the early morning 

their first objective is to increase their temperature by sun-

ning themselves.  They do this mostly by opening their wings 

and positioning themselves towards the sun.  Clearly the 

colour of their wings will affect the amount of infra-red 

(heat) reflection.  Thus butterflies with dark patches will ab-

sorb more heat than those with mostly light coloured wings.  

Naturally too much heat will be damaging to the insect so 

regulation is important.  This can be achieved by positioning,  

wing posture, etc.  However, some studies have shown that 

the main part of the wing does not contribute to body tem-

perature therefore patterns and colouration may not have 

such an important effect as initially suggested. 

It is interesting to note that in dry, sunny areas such as the 

bushveld or desert like areas many of the white butterflies 

(Pieridae) occur whereas the dark forest are typically 

house  butterflies with different colours. 

 

Discussion on colour 

  

Very little has been found on whether specific colours have 

specific values, although one may attempt to make infer-

ences.  Most often bright red and orange or high contrasts 

are associated with aposematic (warning) coloration.  Why 

should this be and is it also so?  Red gliders  are really bright 

but are they toxic?  The Zebra white has high contrast col-

ours and is almost certainly not a mimic or toxic.   

In butterflies sexual or seasonal differences (dimorphism) 

exists and one would wonder whether the different colours 

play a role?  For example would a late wet season male 

gaudy commodore (Red in colouration) be attracted to a 

freshly emerged dry season female (blue in colour).  The 

same goes for population variances where a wide variety 

occurs in the same population such as the many forms of 

Flying Handkerchiefs  .  Would any individual male be attract-

ed to any of the female forms or do they contain inherently 

genetic drives towards a specific form? 

Other observations seem to indicate that while yellow is 

abundant, it is not found in a large number of species.  Simi-

larly green appears to be relatively scarce in South African 

butterflies and almost totally absent in the north-west (drier) 

areas of the country.  An abundant colour appears to be or-

ange which is found in many places and is particularly com-

mon in forest butterflies. 

 

Ultimately there are more questions than answers. 

 

So, to conclude, in this article we have hinted at the fact that 

coloration may have specific and important roles to play but 

we have also discovered that very little scientific study seems 

to have been done on the pros and cons of specific colours 

and their specific benefit would be.  It is for this reason that I 

would like to encourage readers to open their eyes to not 

only marvel at the beauty of butterflies and moths but also 

try to understand how they interact with one another and 

their environment.  Interesting observations could be sent to 

the author to assist in expanding our knowledge. 

Last but not least, sometimes we could observe nature just in 

Above: Grassveld yellows (Grasveldgeletjies, Eurema brigitta) gather on 

elephant dung.  There is clearly little camouflage, but why do the speci-

mens always stick close to each other?  (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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The Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment 

(SALCA) 

Silvia Mecenero (Kirkman) 

  

  

The Southern African Lepidoptera Conservation Assessment 

(SALCA; Figure 1) project was launched in October 2015 to 

evaluate the conservation priorities of our butterflies and 

moths (buttermoths) in the southern African region. Butter-

moths belong to one of the most diverse order of insects, 

Lepidoptera, with butterflies being the most popular of all 

insect groups. South Africa has a high diversity of buttermoth 

species, with about 8 500 described for the region. Of these 

just about 660 are butterflies. Although moths form over 

90% of the Lepidoptera fauna, they have been largely over-

looked in conservation studies.  

SALCA is a two-year project of the Brenton Blue Trust (BBT) 

and LepSoc. SALCA aims to re-evaluate the conservation pri-

orities of all 154 threatened and rare butterfly taxa in the 

southern African region, by including new and current data. 

It will also evaluate five butterfly taxa seen for the first time 

in South Africa in recent years. Additionally, for the first time 

conservation assessments for a sub-group of the region’s 

moths will be conducted. The conservation assessments, 

based on international IUCN standards, will provide baseline 

information that is needed for conservation planning. This 

information will help determine the current risk of extinction 

to our buttermoths. It will identify no-go areas for develop-

ment, the main threats to our buttermoths, and what con-

servation actions are urgently required to protect our threat-

ened taxa. 

  

Results of the SALCA project will feed into the next national 

biodiversity assessment, due early 2018, coordinated by the 

South African National Biodiversity Institute (SANBI) which is 

mandated by government to regularly report on the status of 

South Africa’s biodiversity. 

Provincial leaders, who are members of LepSoc, are respon-

sible for coordinating the SALCA field work. The field work 

will focus mainly on the 159 butterfly taxa. LepSoc members 

are requested and encouraged to assist with any field work 

which provincial leaders require to have done to meet the 

SALCA goals. Please see below for their contact details. 

The SALCA butterfly taxa have been divided amongst 17 tax-

on authors, who are also members of LepSoc. They are main-

ly responsible for verifying the distribution data for each 

taxon allocated to them before conducting the conservation 

assessments and Red Listings. A special tool has been devel-

oped by the SALCA IT managers which will be used by the 

authors to do the work (Figure 2). Currently, SALCA is in the 

process of verifying coordinates for the records – owners of 

the records, mainly LepSoc members, have been recently 

contacted to please verify their record coordinates, to en-

sure that we have the most accurate information on which 

to base the conservation assessments. Important corrections 

have started to be returned during this critical phase of the 

project (E.g. Figure 3). 

A great amount of digitisation work for the moths is being 

conducted at the Ditsong Natural History Museum. This will 

help expand the moth distribution database to assist with 

the fine process for selecting the moth subgroup that will be 

evaluated during SALCA. 

SALCA follows on the Southern African Butterfly Conserva-

tion Assessment (SABCA) project which was completed a few 

years ago. This project found that three of our butterflies are 

extinct and a further 60 species and subspecies are threat-

ened with extinction. Also, half of our butterflies are endem-

ic to the region, i.e. they occur nowhere else in the world. 

Most of our threatened butterflies occur in the grassland 

and fynbos biomes. The main threats to our butterflies are 

habitat degradation (e.g. invasive alien vegetation) and habi-

tat loss (e.g. urbanisation and agriculture). 
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It is imperative that our buttermoths are monitored and conserved. Buttermoths have highly specialised larval host require-

ments, which therefore impacts on a significant proportion of plant species. Buttermoths are important pollinators, especially 

for fruit trees, and they are also meaningful indicators of ecosystem health as well as being an important food source for many 

animal groups including birds.  

  

SALCA Provincial Leaders: 

Gauteng: Jeremy Dobson (jchdobson@gmail.com) 

North West: Martin Lunderstedt (paulamartin.plg@gmail.com) 

Limpopo: Andre Coetzer (andre@neutedop.co.za) 

Mpumalanga: Andre Coetzer (andre@neutedop.co.za) 

Free State: Reinier Terblanche (reinierf.terblanche@gmail.com) 

KwaZulu-Natal: Kevin Cockburn (pidelta@gom.co.za) 

Western Cape: Andrew Morton (bluebottle@wol.co.za) 

Eastern Cape: Ernest Pringle (epringle@eastcape.net) 

Northern Cape: Etienne Terblanche (etienne.terblanche@nwu.ac.za) 

Southern Cape: Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) 

A screenshot of the software used to do the assessments 
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The yellow forest queen butterflies (Charaxes crosslei), photographed at Mabira forest, Uganda (Photo: André Coetzer) 
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Article submissions can be sent to babbelblues@lepsocafrica.org or to one of the editors. 

Please note:  Because all the editors do this in their free time, we do not monitor the e-mail address 365 days a year.  If you 

have submitted an article but have not yet received feedback or confirmation of receipt, please just send us an e-mail checking 

whether it has gone through. 

Other general tips 

 Articles can be written in either Afrikaans or English.  All main articles written in Afrikaans will be translated into English 

as well. 

 Butterfly names: Butterfly names used in a main article should be written using the article language, with either the 

English or Afrikaans name, followed by the scientific name in brackets e.g. 

  English articles: Pirate (Seerower, Catacroptera cloanthe) 

  Afrikaans article: Verneukertjie (Variable diadem, Hypolimnas anthedon) 

  

 Shorter articles will not necessarily be translated.  For those, only the language that the article is written in and the 

 scientific name is required.  The reason we require the scientific names as well as the common name is simply to avoid 

 confusion, as the common names can change from one region to another.  

 Sp. is the abbreviation for a single species, used to indicate an unknown or unidentifiable species e.g. a Leptotes sp. 

 Spp. is the abbreviation for multiple species, e.g. The Zebra blues (Leptotes spp.) are difficult to identify. 

 

mailto:babbelblues@lepsocafrica.org
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R150 for members 

R350 for non-members 

(excluding postage) 

BOOK SALES!! 

LepSoc is currently running a special on the Butterfly Conservation Assessment books.  It is an absolute MUST for anyone inter-
ested in South African butterflies.  It contains detailed distribution maps, habitat descriptions and photos of set specimens of 
ALL South African taxa that were recorded before 2013, as well as the conservation assessments for all species. 

These books are extremely sought after, and initially retailed for R595 including postage.  We are offering them at an amazing 
price of R150 (excluding postage) for LepSoc members, and R350 (excluding postage) for non-members (while stocks 
last).  Postage costs will vary depending on distance. We will endeavour to bring stock up from Cape Town to reduce long dis-
tance postage, but this depends on the number of orders. 

To order your copy and arrange a price and postage, contact Dave Edge (orachrysops@gmail.com) 

  

**Terms and Conditions apply 

DID YOU KNOW? 

The Wolkberg Zulu is one of South 

Africa’s critically endangered 

butterflies.  It is only known from 

two small localities, where it is 

threatened by forestry, invasive 

plants and other threats. 

The money donated by sponsors 

and members of the public using 

MyPlanet cards are being used to 

secure this butterfly’s future by 

funding ongoing research and 

monitoring of the two localities. 

mailto:orachrysops@gmail.com
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In December 2015 The Lepidopterists' Society of Africa 

(LepSoc Africa) published a new book, Practical Guide to the 

Study of Lepidoptera in Africa, free to members. Published 

through the LepSoc Africa website www.lepsoc.org.za, it is 

the essential guide for Lepidopterists whether beginners or 

already experienced. This is a major update of LepSoc Africa's 

1992 book, Practical Guide to Butterflies and Moths in South-

ern Africa that was a great success and sold out long ago. The 

book is now being published online to provide paid up LepSoc 

Africa members free access to a wealth of information and so 

that the book can be more regularly updated as new material 

becomes available. 

The ten chapters in the book are written by LepSoc Africa 

experts and cover all the key skills and techniques: 

1. The Introduction takes you from the earliest Lepidop-

terists in the 18th century through the major contribu-

tions of the 20th century to the current focus on con-

servation of threatened species. 

2. The chapter on Scientific Aspects describes the morphology of butterflies and moths from egg to adult. Binomial nomen-

clature is explained leading on to the question of ‘what is a species’. 

3. Conservation is a completely new chapter on threats to Lepidoptera, population monitoring techniques, conservation 

initiatives and population status. 

4. Butterfly Collecting and Field Techniques covers nets, traps, baits, lures, hill topping, mud puddling, flowers to watch and 

storage of captures. 

5. Moth Collecting and Field Techniques covers the methods used for the largely night flying Lepidoptera that make up 

some 90% of lepidopteran species. 

6. The chapter on Preservation and Mounting describes how to preserve specimens of adults, eggs, larvae and pupae as 

well as the construction of storage boxes and cabinets. 

7. Rearing and Breeding covers the techniques from obtaining eggs through care of the early stages to the special methods 

required for ant associated larvae. 

8. Digital Photography is explained and beautifully illustrated in a brand new chapter with advice on composition, camera 

settings and advanced techniques such as image stacking. 

9. As responsible citizens we should adhere to the principles of Good Scientific Practice, ensuring 

that our collections contribute scientifically, detailed field work is recorded and important findings are published. 

10. The final chapter details LepSoc Africa's Code of Conduct 

 

Paid up members can access the book by logging in to the www.lepsoc.org.za website, 

and visiting the following link: 

http://metamorphosis.org.za/?p=articles&s=pg Free to  

members! 
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